
Using a Classification Key
Biology 20 Investigation 5.1

Step 1
Mouth structures

Step 2
Dorsal fin

Step 4
Dorsal fin

Step 3
Pectoral fins

Bowhead whale Step 5
Nose region / tusk

Killer whale

Humpback whale Blue whale Step 6
Mouth position

Narwhal

Sperm whale Beluga

1A. Baleen plates 1B. Teeth

2A. Dorsal fin
present 2B. No dorsal fin 4A. No dorsal fin 4B. Large

dorsal fin

3A. Long
pectoral fins

3B. Short
pectoral fins

5A. Small nose, without
a long projecting tusk

5B. Long projection from
the nose region,

a tusk

6A. Mouth on the
ventral surface,

underneath the head

6B. Mouth at the
front of the head

Class discussion

a. What are four characteristics used to classify whales?

b. Why might biologists use a key?

c. Provide an example of when a biologist might use a key to classify whales.

d. Make a list of other characteristics that could be used to classify whales.

Based on Nelson Biology Alberta 20–30, Investigation 5.1, pp. 162–163.


